[Periarteritis nodosa with heart valve disease disclosed by occlusion of the central artery of the retina].
We report a case of periarteritis nodosa revealed by blindness due to occlusion of the central retinal artery. The disease appeared after a serous otitis and was accompanied by thrombocytosis. Its outcome was favourable under corticosteroid therapy, but it was complicated by aortic valve regurgitation. Lesions of fibrinoid necrosis were found on the aortic cusps removed during surgical replacement. It seems highly probable that the ocular and valvular lesions were specific, although this cannot be directly demonstrated. The case presented here is exceptional, and the relevant literature is reviewed.